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RTD R Line Crossing Issues | M@...

Response received on
Yl July 25th.
i [\ “RTD does not
] m::upnocr:iir?:ng proYide traffic_ control
crossings and a lack any Isfant eqmppet,:! il
) of (highway) flaggers | -- Starpc ool
% firstinvestigated by [ T Debra Johnson
Z GDTonJune 15th. & = July 25th 2023
Letter sentto RTDon —  _ ~ =& P < Next stop: =
- A ' Colorado PUC! l

July 24th.




RTD September Service Changes

epte

16 65

West Colfax Avenue Monaco Parkway
Split into 16 and 17 Expanded operating
at Oak Station. hours until 12am!

——d

105 120E/W

Quebec Street
Simplified and quicker
route through DTC.

e

GS

Havana Street 120th Avenue Golden - Boulder
Cut back to All trips serve Wagon Route reinstated!

> Southmoor Station. \ Road Park-n-Ride.




iViva! Streets

open forveruone
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Would you change
anything for next

How can we push to
keep the L Line
runnlng’?

How do you think it
went?




Royal Gorge with NRHS
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Transit Expansion to Denver Airport

Pena Blvd Expansion Campaign to push for

project got some buzz transit expansion over Need your support!
this week. new lanes.

= @3 Youlube Search Q )
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Zero Fare for Better Air

RTD is free in Full program of events | Collaborating with
July & August! ‘.“3 including ride alongs. & other organizations. :/




RTD (Zero Fare) Ride Alongs - P

£!

Next one is
Thurs Aug 24th.
(‘Nine Mile by Bus!’)
i } | 1

,  (Almost) every week Meet at 6pm at
~{ on Thursdays in July | Terminal Bar,
| & August. By Denver Union Station. ]
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RTD Ridership Analysis - May Update

e e e 1
G Line begins | g & agge .
sarvic | RTD Ridership by Mode (millions of boardings)
............. 21
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9.0 8.6 o 8.5 8.6 8.7 Begins in Denver i YOY /o Growth
8.3 8.2 0 ; 83 b Free Fare for
0 7.8 ; 0.3 | Better Air
{ 0.9
. s August 2022 * -
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7.0 o 0.6 -2 ! 0.8 -
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service
5.0
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30 . .
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2019 2020 2023

9.1m riders / month 3.1m riders / month

5.5m riders / month




Transit App Data Analysis

NI

Our partnership with
the Transit App is
expected to provide
Origin and Destination

. trip data from the
transit app’s ‘GO’ feature.
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Bus Stops

e |

Data Comlng In, Need
Help Promoting!
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Downtown Bus Plan




Front Range Rail Map

A truly exhaustive
stock of Colorado’s
railroad infrastructure.

Will inform FRPR
advocacy of freight
rail operations and
strategic priorities.




Introduction to
reight Rail
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Freight Rail Service Types

R'R aw T "ENE YR o T e

Unit Train: oL Carload: h\ Intermodal:

1 commodity, single car shipment g Truck size load, %

point to point, size, slowest, requires fastest, most P
least expensive dock or transload 2 expensive, most

per ton flexible -

facility

N Moving freight on Rail costs 5.1 cents per ton per mile, X

Trucks cost 15.6 cents per ton per mile.

-Pricing Freight Transport to Account for External Costs, Congressional Budget Office (2015)




How Freight Rail Works
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Freight Rail is most US Freight railroads
efficient over long are unmatched in
distance (500+ miles), volume and efficiency

high volume. across the world.
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Max railcar weight 143
tons

i
&

Interstate semi 40 tn
Intermodal transit

times competes with
truck cross country.

Typical car payload
100-119 tons

o

S Typical train weight
s 3,000-17,000 tons

Trucks are better for
short haul and local
delivery.




Freight Rail Efficiency

The railroad

ol e A S = -~ are

o i ,y ER = Shipping by rail helps reduce
—/‘ 7 LA greenhouse gas emissions. oors responSible for 2% of
. In 2022 BNSF moved 1 =

. ton of freight 500.3 transpor.tatl.on related
. miles on 1 gallon of e GHG eimzslon s Pl

; y diesel fuel. That’s 3_4x _l Jr FREIGHT lzoA U.S. GHG Emissions from they move 300/0 Of the

Transportation: 2021
Source: EPA Inventory of GHG

more efficient than - [T Rt . nations long-haul
trucks. -BNSF ; . freight. -AAR b
(AL R X3 8. eI /s

'i 2 {9 ;-5;’-(_ y 32 .



Freight Rail Impact on Economy

iy
Class | railroads
operate on their own
infrastructure and do
not receive direct
subsidies from the
government.

‘= In the last 10 years US
=5 Class | RRs have
spent more than $250
Billion on
infrastructure and
equipment. -AAR

BNSF’s 2023 Capital
Investment Plan
allocated $2.85 Bil to
network maintenance
and $700 Mil for
expansion projects.

S




Freight Rail Safety

PTC is fully
implemented on class
| railroads. -AAR
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Didn’t find good data SR R Rt o

. of rail versus trucks. e

R ~ T A
? 200

© quantifying incidents .~

o

Train incidents can be
very large in size but
small in frequency
while trucks incidents
are smaller but more
frequent and happen
closer to people.
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UP Greeley Subdivision 12
trains per day avg

BNSF Front Range Sub [ g P | B
2-4 trains per day o215 vima
Soulge: BNSF Brush

Subdivision 16-20 trai
Denver-Grand Junction 5-8 / u I\S::'O:ay avo rains

| Pt
trains per day [ A0 B, oy, ?

be g UP Tennessee Pass A
iz , Subdivision Out of |
aer = ‘-w‘tllly.‘ r'_:i ad Service

BNSF/UP “Joint Line”
16-20 trains per day avg

Class | railroads in CO: UP and BNSF
~10 Class lll shortlines
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Where Freight Rail is heading
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f Boulder 7
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P e Louigville

Brig 1ton
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- Superior” § 3§ 5 BNSF is planning a hew
d . vl d 2,700 acre Intermodal

} . Northglenn facility and warehouse
&7} Thomton g park near Hudson, in

weskninster i addition to the 430 acre
o ferce National... Hudson Industrial Park
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Rocky Mountain Rail Park: 620
acre plot of land with lots

available for rail served
industries, served by UP
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What can us Rail Advocates do?

Freight Rail is just as important as passenger
rail in getting vehicles off the road.

15 SIS o DS | __. «1 e Ko i e s
02 - he only option is to work with freight

railroads instead of against them if we want

- o » I
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Coordinating with Freight Railroads D

Class | freight
railroads are private
companies

<ES .
They do want to
improve their own
facilities and
operations.

-eliminate road
crossings

-add capacity

A

g
:

Freight railroads should be involved in the
design process from day 1.
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After discussions with the Rallroads, it was clear that each railroad had significantly different views on the level
of private railroad benefits of the route previously studied in the Public Benefits Study. Therefore, the Project

| o

Nk I
'—_“
RAIL R!LO(,/\IION

for COLORADC —_
Colorado Department of Transportation

Co|orado Kall Kclocat:on lmplcmcntatlon 5tudy

Team determined that an independent modeling analysis would be done comparing the previously studied
route' along with a new route against the existing Base Case or No Build alternative. The Railroads were also
clear that from a timing, workload and cost-affordability basis, the focus of this study should be the route or
“Bypass” from Brush to Las Animas and not the other ancillary improvements that were a part of the Public
Benefits Study “Railroad Project”. The items listed above, from the Public Benefits Study, would now be limited
to new railroad construction from Omar to Peoria and from Aroya to Las Animas with siding extensions along
the existing UP between Peoria and Aroya.



Track Sharing Arrangements

F N ——

Sharing tracks is possmle with the rlght : Brightline and FEC
infrastructure and coordination share tracks from Cocoa

> = , to Miami, 50/50 split in a
P —— | ;

A /1» &= 3rd party dispatching
The Good: Capitol - : company.
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Corridor. = i
State-Supported: More than half of routes fail to meet standard
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i The meh: Emp".e ,, Railroad Customers 80% standard? {

1 C id &= | Keystone Amtrak W
orriaor. === Hiawatha CP |

g > l = . |New York - Albany Amtrak P d

S = & 2| | Capitol Corridor UP asse

> The Ugly: Amtrak || Perncasics Goa

_ .= |Pacific Surfliner UP, BNSF
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Benefits of Separate Alignments &

E At — Ny )
Front Range Rail will work best not sharing tracks with freight on aII routes

(exceptlon may be Fort Collins via Boulder)

ot

qmu R

W |
Having separate passenger tracks
allows:
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-More passenger train frequencies st "'t

-No delays from freight trains
occupying tracks

-No delays from freight train delays

-Less track maintenance

-Faster aIIowabIe speeds



BNSF to Host Railroad to FRPR? Vi\

T i

The FRPR District

could solicit a freight
railroad to design,
build, and operate

FRPR.
BNSF already

operates Metra,
Northstar, and
Sounder Services.
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ol | h T EF e Metra lines in
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- St N progress to transfer |\
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2022 4-Year |8

Host Railroad Grade GPA
Canadian Pacific - 4.11
CSX B 3.20

BNSF B 3.33

2.75
1.26
2.19

Canadian National B-
Norfolk Southern

Union Pacific



Questions?

Lakewc
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